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To: Interested Parties
From: FWP Wolf Program Coordinator, Carolyn Sim@g-461-0587)
Subject: Wolf Program Activities and Related Infaton, December 5 - 11, 2009

Contributors to the Montana Wolf Weekly are Mont&ish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP), Universities,
USDA Wildlife Services (WS), the National Park See/(NPS; Glacier NP; Yellowstone National
Park will be reported in the Wyoming Wolf Weekli)$S Forest Service, Confederated Salish and
Kootenai Tribes, and the Blackfeet Nation.

Highlighted activities relate to: monitoring, welflivestock interactions, outreach and education,
research, law enforcement, and other miscellantqiss of public interest. The Weekly Report will
be available on each Monday, covering the preweesk. It and other wolf program information
(including the 2008 annual report) can be foundhdip://fwp.mt.gov/wildthings/wolf/default.html

Wolf Monitoring Activities

Wolf staff are renewing intensive field work thrduflights, snow tracking surveys, and combing
through landowner / citizen / agency wolf reponotigh the end of December. Efforts are aimed at
verifying wolf packs and determining pack size agporoductive status. Official 2009 minimum
population estimates (an other information abouves®and their management) will be available with
the annual report in early 2010.

Hunters, other recreationists, and landowners e§mFWP monitor the population by reporting wolf
observations, tracks, or sign through the FWP eni@porting buttoi€ontact Us - Montana Fish,
Wildlife & Parks by contacting the closest wolf specialist or FWfcef or mailing a wolf
observation card.

Flights. Laudon conducted a flight for 2 missing Dutch ved (N. Fork Flathead River drainage) on
12/7. Both wolves were found and one was on meytaiode. See Law Enforcement Section below.

Wolf - Livestock Activities

On 12/9, WS confirmed that a calf had been killgdvolves on private land near Grant south of
Dillon. Tracks of at least three wolves were seethe area. WS was authorized to kill one wadhfir
the Horse Prairie pack. The landowner was givkill permit for 1 wolf. When one wolf is killed
either by the landowner or WS, control efforts @a$hey can be renewed should there be additional
confirmed losses and the time period for implem@mia45 days) starts over with subsequent
confirmed losses.

On 12/10, WS completed lethal control efforts wBamolves from the Miner Lakes pack in the Big
Hole Valley were killed. A total of 5 had beenlamtized, and 2 were killed on 11/13.



Outreach and Education

On 12/11, FWP Director Maurier and other FWP st#tfénded the Montana Stock Growers
Association annual convention, providing updateshenwolf program among many other wildlife
topics.

Research Activities
Nothing to report at this time.

L aw Enforcement and Related Activities

After a search flight on 12/7 for two missing watvieom the Dutch pack in the N. Fork Flathead
River turned up one of the missing wolf collarsnortality mode, Laudon and Glacier National Park
Ranger Emmerich investigated on 12/8. They folnedcercass of NW581. The male pup was very
small for this time of year, and the carcass willlergo necropsy to determine cause of death.

Other Updates
Northern Rockies Delisting Litigation
On 12/2, FWP submitted its court brief arguing agaa lawsuit filed by a coalition of environmental
groups seeking to turn back the federal decisiaerwove gray wolves in most of the northern Rocky
Mountains from the federal list of endangered sgeciThe brief outlined how Montana’s track record
of wolf management is proven and adequate, Monsapelief that leaving wolves listed in Wyoming
does comply with the federal Endangered Speciesahct that connectivity requirements have been
met and will continue to be met into the futureneTederal government’s court brief had been filed
the previous week on 11/23. The plaintiffs havel ecember 31 to reply to the federal
government’s brief and those filed by intervenstgh as Montana, who support the federal decision.
Background:
On 6/2, a coalition of 13 groups challenged the WSHdelisting decision in Federal District
Court in Missoula (8 Circuit). On 8/20, a preliminary injunction reatevas filed, requesting
that wolves be placed back on the Endangered Spkstievhile the court decides the main
case within the next year — thus preventing afafiting season in Montana and Idaho. On
9/8, the injunction request was denied, but thertewsuit is moving forward. Written
briefings by all parties will be completed by |d@nuary 2010. A hearing date for oral
arguments has not been set, but is expected totheng after completion of written briefings.

During the course of the litigation, Montana sfates, administrative rules, and the federally-
approved management plan remain in effect. Wadve<lassified and protected under Montana law
as a species in need of management. The FWP Casiomisas the authority to issue rules and
regulations regarding the protection and pericaking of the animal (as through hunting seasons for
example). FWP is the lead agency for wolves, tssisy USDA Wildlife Services if wolves are
confirmed to have injured or killed livestock.

FWP Commission meeting:

On 12/7, FWP and the FWP Commission postponed deragion of the 2010 wolf hunting season.
The FWP Commission was set to consider a wolf hgrdeason proposal, among many other big
game, statewide, and upland bird hunting propdsal2010-11 on 12/10. Because of the volume of
interest in thesand the wolf proposals, the wolf proposals were pasgab FWP and the public will
first focus on the proposals for big game (e.grdel&, antelope, bison, moose, sheep, goat, hitatk
bear), upland game birds, and several statewideogeds this winter. Those wishing to learn more

2



about these proposals and comment284€-2011 Proposed Hunting Seasons - MEFVWRe calendar
of FWP regional public meetings scheduled for Janaualso available. The deadline for public
comment on these proposals is 5 PM on Friday, Jafiza 2010.

Once the Commisison makes final decisions on tpoggosals in February 2010, attention will then
shift to wolf season regulations for 2010/2011 #2010 season quotas in the late spring / early
summer. FWP and the Commission are aware of gmifisant public interest and want to allow
adequate time for consideration and public commewYP will alert the public through media releases
and the Wolf Weekly Report when those meetingsaheduled and provide information about how to
participate in the process. Working on the wotfulations and quotas in late spring / early summer
will still allow enough time for production of thregulations.

Montana Livestock Loss Reduction & Mitigation Board:
The Board met on October 23. The agenda and nsifitde previous meetings are available at
Montana Department of Livestocklhe program coordinator can be reached at 489-56

To learn more about Montana's wolf population,Mwntana program and to help FWP monitor
wolves by reporting wolf sign, visit FWP atww.fwp.mt.gov/wildthings/wolf
To anonymously report a dead or injured wolf op&ased illegal activity, call: 1-800-TIP-MONT.

To request an investigation of injured or deaddteek, call USDA Wildlife Services directly in
western Montana / Helena area at 458-0106 or iieeablontana at the statewide office: 657-6464.
Or, call your nearest FWP representative to have gall referred to Wildlife Services.

If you have a confirmed or probable livestock ldsg to wolves, USDA Wildlife Services will supply
you with a copy of the Loss Reimbursement Applmafiorm. For more information, see
http://liv.mt.gov/liv/ILM/index.asp Or, contact the Livestock Loss Reduction andddtion Program
Coordinator George Edwards at the Montana Depattofdrivestock at 444-5609.
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